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Sunday, December 9th, 2018 



Church Office Hours 

 

Monday:     9 - 3 

Tuesday:     9 - 3 

Thursday:   12 - 4 

Friday:        4:30 - 6 

 

Pastor Roy is in on  
Mondays, Tuesdays,  

Thursdays, & available 

at other times by               

appointment 

 Did You Know? 
You can support Faith Baptist 

Church financially just by shop-

ping. If you shop through online 

retailer Amazon, you can set up 

your account to make a portion 

of the purchase go to Faith Bap-

tist Church. To do so, login at 

smile.amazon.com, type in Faith 

Baptist Church (make sure it’s in 

Battle Creek), and you’re all set. 

A Look at the Week Ahead  

 
Today 

Sunday School (for all ages)               9:30 AM 

Fellowship Time            10:30 AM 

Morning Worship Service                   11:00 AM 

 

Wednesday 

Missions Committee Meeting              5:30 PM 

Bible Study (for all ages)                      6:30 PM 

 

Thursday 

Worship Team Practice                        6:00 PM 

 

Saturday 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast                       8:00 AM 

 

Next Sunday 

Sunday School (for all ages)               9:30 AM 

Fellowship Time            10:30 AM 

Morning Worship Service                   11:00 AM 

  Human beings are created to be in communion with the Creator.  When we 
look at the Garden of Eden and the first man and woman, we see that                     
communion expressed in some beautiful ways.  For instance, communication 
was direct and clear.  As Adam and Eve walked with God through the garden, 
they heard and understood Him clearly.  When God told Adam to name the              
animals that He had created, Adam set about to the task at hand (I really enjoy 
the old Bob Dylan song, “Man Gave Names to All the Animals”).  There was 
gardening to be done, and the man worked with joy.  Eve was given to Adam as 
a helpmate, because God noted that it was not good for him to be alone.  After 
all, God had created Adam to be social and to have relationships, with the first 
and foremost relationship being with the Creator.  
  Of course, we all know what happened in the garden:  Satan tempted Eve, and 
both she and her husband sinned by disobeying God’s command.  This resulted 
in the curse that we find in Genesis 3, along with the expulsion of our forebears 
from Eden.  As a result, Adam and Eve would experience a broken communion 
with God.  It’s hard to conceive of what that must have felt like – to have once 
walked with God in perfect, innocent communion – and what it must have felt 
like to have that severed.  Sin separated Adam and Eve from that communion, 
and while they still heard from God, it was not in the same way as it had been 
in the garden.  The consequence that we find throughout Scripture (e.g., Ecc. 
3:11, Ecc. 9:3, Rom. 1:18—22) is encapsulated by Blaise Pascal, the  17 th             
century French mathematician, physicist, inventor, and religious thinker:  
“What else does this craving, and this helplessness, proclaim but that there was 
once in man a true happiness, of which all that now remains is the empty print 
and trace?  This he tries in vain to fill with everything around him, seeking in 
things that are not there the help he cannot find in those that are, though none 
can help, since this infinite abyss can be filled only with an infinite and                
immutable Object; in other words by God himself.”  (This quote is sometimes 
paraphrased as, “There is a God shaped vacuum [or hole] in the heart of every 
man which cannot be filled by any created thing, but only by God, the Creator, 
made known through Jesus,” but the above quote is the actual one from Pascal ’s 
work, Pensées). 
  As Pascal rightly observes, we seek to fill this emptiness in our lives with         
anything and everything except God.  None of these can possibly bring the             
satisfaction we crave.  We think that if we just had a little more wealth, we ’d be 
satisfied.  When that doesn’t work, we think that fulfillment must be in power 
or influence.  Hitting another dead-end, we move on to all sorts of physical 
pleasures, only to discover that they leave us empty at the end of the day.  Like 
the writer of Ecclesiastes, who tried to find purpose and satisfaction in 
“everything under the sun,” we end up in greater and greater despair:  it ’s all 
vanity and chasing after the wind.  Yet because our hearts remain sinful (e.g., 
Jer. 17:9, Rom. 8:7), we pursue a desperate intensification of those things in 
which we seek to find fulfillment and purpose:  politics, education, physical 
relationships, and so forth.   
  Only Christ can satisfy.  Augustine, the great theologian of the early church, 
put it this way:  “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is               
restless until it finds its rest in You.”  No other thing can bring the satisfaction 
and peace that Christ does.  If you are pursuing anything else, if you find your 
identity in anything else, you will be unsatisfied and unfulfilled.  During this 
Advent season, I encourage you to examine your heart and see if you are                 
substituting the things of this world for Christ.  If so, there 
is no better time than today to turn to Him and find your 
satisfaction in your Lord and Savior.  Just something to 
think about…  

http://smile.amazon.com/
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The Ruler — Micah 5:1-5a 

THE COMING KING 

This Week in the Bible 

Upcoming Sermons  
 

Dec 16 The Shepherd 

(Ezekiel 34:11-24) 

Dec 23 The Servant 

(Isaiah 42: 1-9) 

Dec 24 The Son 

(Isaiah 9:6-7) 

6:30 PM 

Wednesday Night  

Bible Study 

Early Church History -  

A.D. 100 - 325 

This chronological Bible reading system allows you to read the entire Bible 
(or just the New Testament) in one year while only reading five times a 
week. Five readings a week gives room to catch up or take a needed day 
off, and makes daily Bible reading practical and do-able.  

 Isaiah 7-10; Psalm 22; Matt 26 
 Isa 11-13; Psalm 118; Matt 27 
 Isa 14-16; Matt 28 
 Isa 17-19; Psalm 62; 1 Cor 1 
 Isa 20-22; 1 Cor 2 

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of 

the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the 

ends of the earth. And he shall be their peace.  

Micah 5:4-5a 

Pastor Roy’s  

Book of the Month 

Conscience: What It Is, How to Train It, and 

Loving Those Who Differ 

by Andrew David Naselli and J. D. Crowley  



imb.org 

301-7426 Rue Saint-Andre  

Montreal, QC H2R2P9 Canada  

James and Abi 

Copeland  
Church Planter | Renaissance Church  

During the month of December our mission focus will be on Lottie 

Moon Christ Offering. If you would like to donate financially through 

the church, please designate it to Lottie Moon in your offering.  
   

“We believe every church—and every church member—has a critical role 

to play in bringing the gospel to the world. Your church’s participation in the 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is a key part of that. 

 

Because you and your church give to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, 

IMB missionaries can take the gospel to unreached peoples around the 

world. Every dollar you give makes a difference, because 100% of the            

money collected goes to the work of reaching every nation. 

 

In the 1800s, a missionary named Lottie Moon wrote letters from China             

urging American churches to fund more overseas workers. After Lottie’s 

death on the mission field, an offering was started in her name. The offering 

was established to empower international missions efforts for Southern             

Baptists. 

 

The 2018 goal for the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is $160M.” 

jamesrcopeland1@gmail.com  

twitter: @jamescopeland5  

instagram: @jamescopeland  

“Join us in praying that many people in our neighbor-

hood will come to know Jesus and for laborers to be 

raised up for the harvest.” 

Sunday, December 16th, 

1 PM - 5 PM 

See Max or Nicole Hardish for more details. 

Home Plate 2019 
 

Saturday, June 8th                                                                                                           
12:30 PM (Program) 4:10 PM (Game) 

 
 $34 per ticket (includes game ticket, 
program ticket, souvenirs, $5.00 meal 
coupon). There will be a sign-up sheet 

on the bulletin board soon.  
See Pastor Roy for more details.                                         

Saturday, December 15th, 

8 AM 


